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 Thermal Towns, from Peace 
towns to War cities and back 

 Cafés of Europe 

 Places for Diplomacy 

 Examples 

 Informal encounters: The Golden Book 

 Formal encounters in pre-war situations 

 Spa cities as political or military capitals 

 Spa cities as island of peace 

 Spa cities in the process of Peace Treaties 

 Exhibitions 



  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
In the 18th Century, Spa in Belgium became known as the “Café of Europe”. 
Intellectuals, artists, musicians, writers, politicians, nobility and aristocracy, 
scientists and philosophers from near and far gathered at the many pump 
houses to debate the issues of the day. They were required to operate under 
strict rules of peaceful and polite conduct. This new type of society and 
dialogue, which gave rise to a particular type of urban form and architecture, 
was replicated in spa towns all over Europe.   



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the spa towns developed through the 18th and 19th centuries, particularly with the 
arrival of the railway network across Europe, it became easier to follow the celebrities of 
the day to spa towns, giving rise to early forms tourism in Europe as well as modern 
communication through gazetteers, magazines, list of celebrities etc.  



  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to this tradition of informal discussions and interdisciplinary, inter-lingual 
and intercultural dialogue and to the facilities opened to visitors and tourists in 
the towns: Great Hotels “Palaces”, Congress rooms, Theatres, huge Villas, as well 
as communication means, these cities were obviously – and still are - the places 
to meet for political diplomatic secret encounters but also international 
congresses and Summits of Head of States and Governments. 



  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monumental fresco by the painter Antoine Fontaine (1894). This painting 
represents nearly a hundred famous personalities who have honored Spa 
in Belgium with their visit.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Cavour meets Napoleon III in Plombières 1858   

A secret pact between France and the Kingdom of Sardinia (Piedmont); signed in July in 
Plombières, France, by the French emperor Napoleon III and Prime Minister C. B. count 
of Cavour of Sardinia.  

  

  



 

For eight days, from July 6 to 15, 1938 Evian les Bains hosted the Evian 
Conference organized at the initiative of US President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in July 1938 to react to the trouble of the increasing numbers 
of Jewish refugees escaping murderous persecution in Europe by the Nazis, 
with aiming at obtaining commitments from some of the invitee nations to 
accept more refugees.  
 
 

 

 
  

  



  

For most of the First World War 1914-1918 the "Great 
Headquarter" of the German Army Command was located 
at Spa in Belgium.  
In addition to the "General Staff of the Field Army", the 
Supreme Army and the representatives from the four German 
War Ministries and the various other Central Powers. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vichy France, officially the French State (État français), was the government of 
Marshal Philippe Pétain's regime during France's occupation by Nazi Germany, in 
World War II. From 1940 to 1942, while nominally the government of France as a 
whole, Vichy only fully controlled the unoccupied zone in southern France, while 
Germany occupied northern France.  



  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
500.000 refugees in Evian-les-Bains. Considered as so many "useless eaters," nearly 
half a million women, children and old people living in the occupied areas of 
northern and eastern France were evacuated by German authorities between 
autumn of 1914 and the end of hostilities 



 

   

Spa conference for war reparation 1920 at "La Fraineuse" “The Spa 
Percentages” 
The Reparations Commission debated throughout 1920 over the total sum 
to be demanded of Germany and its distribution among the Allied. 
France won 52 per cent of German payments, Britain 22 per cent, Italy 10, 
and Belgium 8.   



 

   

The prisoners of Nuremberg 
 
The forty prisoners held for war crimes 
trials were kept in the Grand Hotel in 
Mondorf-les-Bains, a shabby spa center 
converted into a temporary prison camp.  
 
The building and an acre of grounds were 
surrounded by fifteen-foot barbed wire 
fences, one with electric current, and 
wooden watchtowers with machine-gun 
emplacements.  



   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evian-les-Bains conference for peace between France and Algeria 1962 
The Évian Accords consisted of 93 pages of detailed agreements. On March 16, 
1962, a peace agreement was signed at Evian-les-Bains, France, promising 
independence for Algeria awaiting a national referendum on the issue.  
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